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Believe it or not, (the weather not being an accurate reflection), spring is just around 

the corner. Our journey through the world of mathematics has been an interesting one 

this year. We have certainly climbed a few mountains and have walked through some 

valleys. All in all, the work continues and I continue to be inspired by the teachers in this 

district who are still meeting on a regular basis to “slog” through the arduous work of 

creating rigorous and meaningful curriculum guides.  When we began in August, with 

the WIIN group, we drafted documents based on the best knowledge we had at the 

time. Though our guides went through more revisions in December we still had not ex-

perienced the Math Benchmark Assessments that have definitely made an impact around 

our thinking about the guides, mathematics instruction in general, and exactly what the 

PEs mean in terms of what our students will be asked to do and demonstrate. The Math 

Curricular Action Teams have begun meeting again and they will, based on this new 

see MCATs’ Work (Continued on page 2) 
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The instructional coaches and I have been reviewing the supplemental materials re-

quested by the MCATs, determining classroom needs, assessing our current inventory, 

ordering additional materials, and delivering them to each building. We will continue this 

process to aid our teachers in providing the best possible mathematical instruction for all 

students. 

One of the exciting developments of this process has been a custom book identified by 

the 5th grade MCAT. Teachers who have used this resource have been very pleased with 

the quality and the way it aligns with our district philosophy and the instructional proc-

ess of launch, explore, and summarize. We are currently working with our Pearson rep-

resentatives to identify similar resources for our other grades. Once they have a sug-

gested fit for our needs we will present this information to the MCATs for their review 

and feedback. 

Special Points of Interest: 

● MCATs continue to re-

fine their Curricular 

Guides. 

● Update on supplemental 

materials and possible 

resources. 

● See  reports of our pro-

gress from all four MLAT 

subcommittees: Core 

Math Program, High-

Quality Math Instruction, 

Assessment System, & 

Intervention Program. 

An excited teacher ex-

claimed, “These [5th 

Grade Pearson Custom 

Book] resources perfectly 

align with our stan-

dards! Not somewhat or 

partially; they are di-

rectly aligned with our 

needs.  Thank the 5th 

grade [MCAT] group 

for me.” 

Kathy’s Key Computations 
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information, be revising the guides with the goal to have 

them in tact by the end of May. Supplemental materials will 

be identified and purchased so that teachers will have what 

they need to start school in August. With that in mind 

some of the gaps that need to be filled are not with materi-

als, or units of instruction, but rather effective lessons. I 

know that many of you have worked on these in your re-

spective buildings so please share your ideas with any 

members of the MLAT, MCATs, instructional coaches, or 

Degen Bushman, and  we will make sure they get to the 

team that is working on that particular guide. This has 

been a district project involving teachers from all grade 

levels and math content areas – it is your work and I en-

courage you to participate in the process in any way that 

you can as your expertise is valuable and much appreci-

ated.  

MCATs’ Work (Continued from page 1) 

Intervention System 

With the completion of the initial drafts of the Curricular 

Guides the Core Math Program Subcommittee is looking 

across the documents to assure a continuity of mathemat-

ics instruction.  We want to verify that the system gives our 

students and teachers a strong program, allowing for deep 

understanding and math fluency. 

The Assessment System subcommittee continues its work 

around a system of district-wide assessment protocols.  

Most recently we have been researching universal mathe-

matics screeners. 

Assessment System High-Quality Math Instruction 
The High Quality Math Instruction (HQMI) subcommittee 

has been working to complete a survey to be given to all 

teachers of mathematics in the district.  The survey is de-

signed to determine professional development needs in the 

area of mathematics.  The survey is now complete, and 

includes a couple of questions from the Core Curriculum 

group.  The HQMI subcommittee will be working with 

Jaime Morales in Technology to load the survey in to 

Zoomerang.  The survey should close one week after it is 

available.  The results of the survey will be available during 

the March MLAT meeting and the HQMI subcommittee will 

begin to design a professional development plan at that 

time in response to survey results. 

As a secondary task, the HQMI group reviewed the check-

list of responsibilities assigned earlier this fall.  It was de-

termined the task of developing common assessments 

should be reassigned to the assessment committee.  The 

HQMI group will focus primarily on professional develop-

ment for mathematics.   

Core Math Program 

The Intervention Committee recently toured several 

schools in Walla Walla School District looking at differ-
ent Math Interventions the schools in their district are us-
ing.  We reviewed the Walla Walla District's overall guide-
lines for interventions and the process they used for pro-
fessional development and implementing Math Intervention 
in many schools. Some exciting things were going on with 
First Steps and ORIGO Number Attack Interventions in the 
middle school and elementary that we observed. These 
schools have seen great gains in MAP scores due to their 
intervention. 

Our subcommittee is reading Intervention research from 

the What Works Clearinghouse as well as the Closing the 

RTI Gap: Why Culture and Poverty Count by Donna Walker 

Tileston.  


